Constructing the Heavens
The Herschels’ Catalogue Observed

The Herschel Museum of Astronomy 

Tuesday 29th May -  Sunday 16th December

This special exhibition at the Herschel Museum of Astronomy gives visitors the unique opportunity to see the night sky through the eyes of William Herschel, his sister Caroline and his son John.  Using a 20 foot telescope the Herschels swept the night skies and created an astonishing General Catalogue that contained over 2,500  objects in the Northern hemisphere including galaxies over 250 light years away.  This seminal work was the starting point for the great astronomers of the nineteenth century.  The General Catalogue was subsequently updated by the Danish astronomer Johan Dreyer.
This exhibition has been curated by award winning local astronomer Andy Burns. “Using images taken through modern equipment it is frequently possible to create wonderful colourful images of the galaxies, nebula and clusters that abound in our night skies.”  Andy has interspersed these dramatic colour pictures with images in tones of grey that closely reflect the visual recordings made by the Herschels two hundred years ago using metal mirrors.  The images are the work of Andy Burns at his home in Chippenham and at the Griffon Observatory in Spain.
A Family Trail will be available with the exhibition.

Further details : 01225 446856

The Herschel Museum of Astronomy 19 New King Street Bath BA1 2BL
