Heavenly Music

Herschel Museum Acquires Fine Cusineau Harp.

The music room where Herschel tutored his students is one of the highlights of the Herschel Museum of Astronomy. The museum is now delighted to announce the acquisition of a very fine single action pedal harp dating to 1795.  With a grant from the V & A Purchase Grant Fund, the Beecroft Bequest and a donation  from Mr Andrew Fletcher, the museum now has on display an exquisite instrument by George Cousineau and his son Jacques-George.   The handsomely carved and Japanned harp is decorated in the Rococo style with scrolling leaves, flowers and garlands and the soundboard ornamented with delicate classical arabesques.  This beautiful instrument was commissioned by Mademoiselle Henriette Peyrot-Magenest a fashionable Parisian lady and is now a valuable addition to the permanent collection and is the perfect focal point for Herchel’s music room.

