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London Road plan to help reduce winter bills and improve the local environment through energy efficiency 

This Bath Preservation Trust project which is funded with support from Design Council CABE gives the local community the opportunity to plan for energy-saving. The work builds on the Trusts RTPI (Royal Town Planning Institute) award winning guidance for energy efficiency Warmer Bath.
The plan has been in preparation since October 2011. Members of the community have contributed by undertaking street surveys to help identify local features that should be protected or enhanced, and have undertaken energy audits of their own homes so that specific energy saving measures could be recommended. Action plans for a range of 14 properties have been developed in partnership with the Centre for Sustainable Energy. The community will be able to learn from detailed case studies and vision work which illustrates how groups of buildings which are in decline could be transformed through a programme of work.  The work could be used to inform Neighbourhood Plan for the area in the future. 
An exhibition of the project will be on display in the shop front of Caroline House, London Road from the 27th March for two weeks. 

Joanna Robinson, Conservation Officer at Bath Preservation Trust said;

“Energy is a hot topic right now. This project identifies all the options for energy saving in the neighbourhood, identifies what makes the most sense for the residents who live there, and what will protect and enhance the special character of the area. 
At this stage we want to know what people think about the local impact of measures such as double glazing, replacing shop-fronts, external wall insulation and solar panels. The shop front display at Caroline House helps to explain the impact in greater detail, and gives an example of how Walcot Buildings could be transformed.  Residents are encouraged to stop and read the posters, and post feedback through the door or by email. “

Councillor David Martin, Member Champion for energy and climate change said; 
“By working with the local community, this initiative is raising awareness of energy efficiency and helping people to understand what energy saving measures they could have in their homes.  The advice and information in the display will be very useful and local residents can benefit from the work done by Bath Preservation Trust"
Ward Councillor Lisa Brett said;

“Residents can stay warm and cosy with an energy saving plan to consult when preparing for the colder months. Making your home as energy efficient as possible will reduce carbon emissions and could also save, on average, £250 a year on fuel bills.. Many people can get financial help to make energy saving improvements – like installing insulation or getting a new boiler and help is available to home owners, tenants and landlords.”

For more information please contact the Bath Preservation Trust at architecture@bptrust.org.uk, 01225338727. 
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Notes:

1. This project is supported by a grant from Design Council CABE.
2. The local authority has pledged to reduce its carbon emissions by 30 per cent by 2014. As half of Britain’s carbon emissions come from buildings, whatever the target, whatever the timescale, a low carbon Bath could have a very different landscape in the future. 
3. The Localism Act 2012 makes provision for Neighbourhood Plans and the UK government's new National Planning Policy Framework NPPF is expected to be published in early 2012.
4. The Design Council CABE ‘Neighbourhood Projects Small Grants Programme’ has selected 13 organisations from 139 applications across the country to receive small grants totalling £79,000, to provide advice and support to community groups to help them improve design quality in neighbourhood projects. They range from the Bath Preservation Trust, to Groundwork in Merseyside, MADE in Birmingham, the North of England Civic Trust in Cumbria and Sustrans in Buckinghamshire. The grants are part of Design Council’s commitment to supporting initiatives to promote the value of good design in businesses and communities and each will fund a unique project. 
